
Tennessee	  Will	  Be	  Ready	  –	  Dr.	  Candice	  McQueen	  

OPENING	  VIDEO	  

****	  

Student	  1:	  After	  graduation	  I	  want	  to	  be	  a	  songwriter.	  

Student	  2:	  I’m	  thinking	  about	  either	  being	  a	  journalist	  or	  doing	  some	  kind	  of	  architecture.	  

Student	  3:	  One	  day	  I	  want	  to	  be	  a	  pharmacist.	  

Student	  4:	  I	  want	  to	  be	  ready	  for	  success.	  

Student	  5:	  I	  want	  to	  be	  ready	  to	  lead.	  

Parent	  1:	  I	  want	  my	  daughter	  to	  be	  prepared	  for	  whatever	  career	  she	  chooses.	  

Parent	  2:	  I	  want	  my	  son	  to	  be	  a	  successful	  leader.	  

Student	  6:	  I	  want	  to	  change	  the	  world.	  

****	  

Children	  and	  their	  parents,	  teachers,	  and	  supporters	  all	  across	  Tennessee	  have	  exciting	  dreams	  
for	  the	  future.	  The	  question	  is:	  will	  they	  be	  ready?	  	  

I	  am	  Doctor	  Candice	  McQueen	  and	  as	  Tennessee’s	  Commissioner	  of	  Education	  it	  is	  my	  goal	  to	  
make	  sure	  the	  answer	  is	  ‘yes’	  for	  all	  of	  our	  students,	  no	  matter	  what	  they	  choose	  to	  pursue	  after	  
high	  school.	  	  

We’ve	  been	  working	  hard	  as	  Tennessee	  educators	  to	  move	  our	  state	  in	  this	  direction,	  and	  we	  
should	  be	  proud	  of	  the	  progress	  we’ve	  made.	  	  

We’re	  the	  fastest	  improving	  state	  in	  the	  nation	  on	  NAEP	  or	  the	  nation’s	  report	  card.	  

Our	  graduation	  rate	  is	  the	  fastest	  improving	  in	  the	  country.	  

We	  have	  improved	  our	  A-‐C-‐T	  state	  average	  from	  a	  19	  to	  a	  19.3	  –	  even	  this	  small	  improvement	  is	  
significant	  	  

This	  progress	  is	  powerful	  and	  has	  already	  made	  a	  substantial	  impact	  on	  our	  state.	  With	  higher	  
standards	  and	  increased	  support,	  we	  are	  doing	  more	  to	  get	  our	  students	  ready.	  

And	  that	  progress	  couldn’t	  be	  coming	  at	  a	  better	  time.	  	  

Tennessee	  Promise	  presents	  a	  new,	  bold	  vision	  for	  education	  in	  our	  state:	  for	  all	  students	  to	  
have	  access	  to	  a	  free	  education,	  k-‐14.	  Thanks	  to	  Tennessee	  Promise,	  tens	  of	  thousands	  of	  
students	  from	  the	  class	  of	  2015	  will	  now	  have	  access	  to	  free	  community	  or	  technical	  college.	  	  

****	  

Student	  6:	  Thanks	  to	  Tennessee	  Promise	  



Student	  7:	  Tens	  of	  Thousands	  of	  Students	  from	  the	  class	  of	  2015	  

Student	  8:	  Will	  now	  have	  access	  to	  free	  community	  or	  technical	  college.	  

****	  

Our	  schools,	  parents,	  and	  students	  are	  getting	  focused	  on	  a	  new	  expectation:	  that	  all	  students	  
will	  graduate	  from	  high	  school	  and	  be	  ready	  for	  success	  after	  graduation.	  	  

While	  there	  is	  much	  to	  be	  excited	  about	  in	  Tennessee	  education,	  we	  know	  we	  still	  have	  
important	  work	  to	  do.	  	  

Fewer	  than	  half	  of	  Tennessee	  students	  are	  meeting	  postsecondary	  and	  work	  force	  readiness	  
benchmarks,	  and	  that’s	  not	  enough.	  

Only	  33	  percent	  of	  Tennesseans	  currently	  hold	  a	  post-‐secondary	  degree	  or	  certificate,	  but	  we	  
know	  over	  half	  of	  new	  jobs	  require	  one.	  	  

We	  still	  lag	  behind	  national	  averages	  on	  NAEP	  and	  the	  A-‐C-‐T.	  	  

Making	  sure	  that	  all	  of	  our	  students	  are	  ready	  are	  equipped	  with	  real-‐world	  problem	  solving	  and	  
thinking	  skills	  is	  challenging,	  but	  we	  have	  a	  unique	  opportunity	  in	  Tennessee	  to	  build	  on	  our	  
hard	  work	  to	  move	  our	  schools	  from	  good	  to	  great.	  	  

Now	  is	  the	  time	  for	  the	  pieces	  to	  come	  together	  and	  our	  teachers,	  leaders,	  and	  students	  to	  
really	  show	  us	  what	  we	  can	  do	  as	  a	  state.	  	  

We	  have	  strong	  academic	  standards.	  We	  have	  high	  expectations	  for	  all	  students.	  	  We	  have	  
aligned	  assessments	  in	  math,	  English	  language	  arts,	  and	  Social	  Studies.	  And	  most	  importantly,	  
we	  have	  each	  other.	  	  

This	  is	  an	  exciting	  time	  to	  be	  a	  Tennessee	  educator.	  	  

With	  strong	  leadership	  at	  every	  level	  –	  from	  teachers,	  from	  principals,	  from	  our	  communities,	  
and	  our	  state	  –	  we	  can	  make	  sure	  that	  every	  child	  is	  ready	  for	  anything	  they	  choose	  after	  they	  
leave	  our	  schools.	  

But,	  I	  am	  not	  the	  only	  one	  who	  is	  excited.	  

****	  

Teacher	  1:	  I’m	  excited	  that	  our	  students	  will	  now	  be	  able	  to	  show	  what	  they	  know.	  They	  will	  be	  
able	  to	  express	  it	  in	  a	  manner	  other	  than	  just	  a	  test	  taking	  bubbled	  answer.	  

Teacher	  2:	  I’m	  excited	  because	  I	  have	  the	  sense	  that	  we’re	  all	  moving	  in	  the	  same	  direction.	  

Parent	  2:	  I’m	  excited	  because	  my	  student	  is	  being	  asked	  to	  really	  think	  and	  is	  being	  challenged	  in	  
school.	  

Parent	  3:	  I’m	  excited	  to	  get	  better	  information	  about	  what	  my	  son	  is	  doing.	  

Teacher	  3:	  I’m	  excited	  that	  we	  can	  all	  come	  together	  and	  stay	  focused	  on	  the	  primary	  goal	  of	  
meeting	  our	  students’	  needs.	  



Student	  9:	  I’m	  excited	  that	  my	  teachers	  are	  learning	  too.	  

Teacher	  4:	  I’m	  excited	  to	  be	  a	  continued	  learner	  myself	  so	  I	  can	  be	  a	  better	  teacher	  

Student	  10:	  I’m	  excited	  

Student	  1:	  By	  how	  school	  is	  changed	  for	  me.	  

Student	  8:	  My	  classes	  are	  more	  rigorous	  and	  more	  interesting.	  

Student	  4:	  And	  I	  know	  they	  can	  even	  be	  better.	  

Student	  2:	  I’m	  excited	  to	  show	  the	  nation	  what	  Tennessee	  can	  do.	  

****	  

As	  we	  work	  together	  this	  year,	  we	  all	  need	  to	  be	  asking	  the	  same	  question.	  Will	  our	  students	  be	  
ready?	  

****	  

Student	  1:	  Will	  I	  be	  ready	  to	  be	  a	  songwriter?	  

Student	  8:	  Will	  I	  be	  ready	  to	  be	  a	  leader?	  

Student	  10:	  Will	  I	  be	  ready	  to	  compete?	  

Student	  2:	  Will	  I	  be	  ready	  to	  be	  a	  journalist?	  

Parent	  4:	  Will	  my	  child	  be	  ready	  to	  succeed?	  

Teacher	  4:	  Will	  my	  students	  be	  ready	  for	  their	  futures?	  

Student	  8:	  It	  won’t	  be	  easy.	  

Student	  4:	  But	  I	  know	  we	  can	  do	  it.	  

Teacher	  1:	  Help	  my	  students	  get	  ready.	  

Parent	  1:	  Help	  my	  daughter	  get	  ready.	  

Student	  7:	  Help	  us	  get	  ready.	  

Student	  1:	  Help	  us	  get	  ready.	  

	  ****	  

Tennessee	  will	  be	  ready.	  

	  


